W.  P.  KER
born in 1855, educated at the Glasgow Academy and University,
and went to Balliol (1874-8) with a Snell Exhibition, in the
time of Jowett.
He surprised his friends by getting only a Second in Greats
after his First in Mods. They accounted for it by saying that
he was * William the Silent5. (But his silences, says Lord Ernie,
who was in his fourth year at Balliol when Ker was in his first,
were more companionable than are the conversations of others.)
Mr. A. G. Bradley has recorded: CI was a young don at
Balliol then. W. P. was as good at philosophy as at history:
yet we used to say to one another, "It would be ridiculous for
W. P, to miss his First, but can he write enough?" '
But this academic misadventure did not seriously harm him.
He took it with equanimity, and announced it to his sister
with a stoicism which he said that he had learnt from Outalissi,
'Because I may not stain with grief
The death-song of an Indian chief.3
The incident was swiftly made good by the Taylorian
Scholarship in the year of his Final Schools, 1878, and in
November, 1879, by ^e AH Souls Fellowship, Lord Ernie was
one of the two Fellows of AH Souls told off to draft the examina-
tion papers, and report upon the candidates. 'Ker's work', he
says, 'impressed me by the richness of its quality and the
poverty of its quantity. Ker was elected, I think, unanimously.'
In 1878-9, Ker had served as assistant to W. Y. Sellar,
Professor of Humanity in Edinburgh. This assistantship to
Sellar was one of the most valued experiences of Ker's life.
Mrs. MacCunn (Miss Florence Sellar) teHs how, the summer
before his work with her father was to begin, he came to visit
them at Kenbank in Galloway.
He arrived late, a good-looking, grave, silent young man.
He hardly gave one the impression of shyness, at least he was
not at all disconcerted by my mother's audaciously witty
sallies, but he did not fill up gaps in the conversation.
The next day two of us were sitting out on the lawn
struggling, with enthusiasm but rather imperfect Italian,
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